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Leonard McNally, whose share was probably paid by the Govern-
ment^ and who was thus able to obtain much additional informa-
tion for his employers.1

The other fact was the arrival of a new Oommander-in-
Chief in Ireland. For some time Caniden had felt that Lord
Carhampton, though a man of undoubted zeal and courage, had
neither the ability nor the tact required for his very difficult
position, and he was much disappointed that Lord Cornwallis
could not be induced to accept the military government of
Ireland. A new overture, however, was more successful, and in
November, Carhampton was removed to the post of Master of
the Ordnance, and replaced by Sir Ralph Abercromby. This
distinguished soldier had just returned from the West Indies.
lie knew Ireland well, having been quartered there before the
outbreak of the war of the American Revolution, and having
remained there during the whole period of its continuance. He
was a man of a very independent and honourable character, and
of liberal opinions, and he had the reputation of a commander
who was not only skilful in the field, but also eminently suc-
cessful in maintaining a high standard of discipline among his
soldiers.

Such an officer was peculiarly wanted in Ireland, but such
an oilieer was very unlikely to find his task a smooth one.
Dairympie, who commanded in the South of Ireland, showed
himself profoundly disappointed at not being promoted to the
first place. Knox informed Pelham that Lake, who commanded
in the North, was not on good terms with Abercromby; and
almost immediately after the arrival of the new Commander-in-
Chief, signs of friction began. Abercromby wrote to England,
that he had accepted the command with great reluctance, owing
to the nature of the Government; that he understood that, with
the exception of the patronage, the army was to be totally under
his command; and that he must come to a clear understanding
on this point, as a command divided between himself and the
Lord Lieutenant was entirely incompatible with good military
administration; while Camden wrote confidentially that Aber-
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